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CO PETITION 
COMES TO THE Protests at 

HEALTH pr·vatisation 
HEA LTH workers in Pad­ sha ll attempted to put the SERVICE! dington , Ea ling a nd Hounslow & union 's point o f view, the 
Spe ltho rne DH As have taken DHA's (Labour) Chai r Thelma 
one-da y strike ac tio n aga inst job ' Golding calle d in th e polic e! 
losses and privatisa tion in the With the publ ic an d the 
last month. wo rkfo rce excluded , the DHA 
• In Ealing, the DHA vote d on went on to agree the in- ho use 

July 10 to sack their whole tender invol ving 42 redundan cies 
domestic workforce at Ealing, among W. Middlesex dornestics, 
Perivale and community and a cut of 2,500 cleaning hou rs 
hospitals. Private firms each week. The work rat e to be 
Mediclean and Blue Arrow will imposed would normall y attract 
move in . COHSE ha s said (hat a bonus pa yment of 33%: no 
nursing staff will refuse to cover bonus will be paid. 
for work previously done by Lo cal COHSE secretary lan 
domestics. Smith said : 

Mediclean, who have won the " T his major reduction in 
Ealing Aospital .contract, are at­ hours will cut sta nda rds to an ab­
tempting to head off opposition solute minimum. I predict that 
by interviewing redundant NHS the West Middlesex will be filthy 
staff and offering some of them within 3 months. "� 
employment. In a for mal letter of protest to� 

• In Paddington , workers of the DHA chair, Pete Mar shall 
all gr ade s walked out on July 19 'com plains that denying the 
in protest at the pri vatisat ion of unions the right even to put their 
catering and domestic services. views and using the police to 
The cat ering contract is only the prevent him speaking 
fourth in the whole country to go "puts you firmly in the camp 
out to a priv ate firm , and the of people such as the govern­
first to go to Compass services, a ments of Poland, Ch ile and 
subsidiary of Grand South Africa, where ba sic 
Metropolitan. freedomof speech is deni ed." 

• At West Middlesex Hospital , The latest Hounslow attacks 
other grades joined in action on jobs follow 80 sackings at 
alongside hospital drivers on Ju­ South Middlesex Hospital, 270 
ly 22, protesting against com­ sackings at Ashford and 100 
pulsory redundancies and against redundancies proposed acro ss all� 
the ma ssive cut in jobs and work­ grades of sta ff.� 
ing hours imposed under the� 
"successful" in-house tender.� 

But when strikers and cam ­
paigners attempted to gain access 
to the " public" meeting of 
Hounslow & Speltho rne DHA, 

•Hair 
which was to dec ide on the con ­
tract , they found the fro nt do or s 
locked . T hey mad e th eir way in 
throu gh a no ther ent ran ce: but 
when COHSE o fficial Pete Mar­ onP lSE 

HS� 
ONLY three DHAs in England are st ill holding out� H AD you noticed that
against privatisation of ancillary serv ices - all of "un ion pro p agand a opp o s­
them in ,London. Brent, Greenwich and Lew isham ing the use o f p r iva te cont rac ­
are the last surviving rebels. tors for local and healt h 

NUPE reports that by J une 30. 177 domest ic authority services" had 
contracts had been awarded. with only 70 retained "gone unchallenged"? 

in-house and 10 7 going to pr ivate companies. Of Had you been offended by the under 
"distorted cla ims o f the pu blic 56 laundry contract s awarded . only 18 have gone 
sector un ion s, the TU C a nd the 

to outside firms. w hile the private sec tor has cap­ Lab our Party" mak ing all the 
tured on ly 4 out of 46 catering cont racts . running in the medi a? treat If you suffered fro m such 

delu sion s yo u ca n now rest eas y. 
PRI VATE contractors A sha do wy cam paig n, founded 
Hospital Hygeine Services ­ by two members of the Tor y Par­

ty , a nd backed by a ra nge ofo ne of whose directors is 
righ t wing or gan isati ons in­T ory MP a n d leading 

ANOTHER unfamiliar name Hospital in Warringto n , whe re cluding the ha rd-line anti -union 
privateer Marcus F ox among firms competing fo r NHS RCO slashed the previo us Freedom Associa tion a nd a 
made hi story in the NHS contracts in London is RCO work fo rce by 55 to bid £137,000 number o f contract fir m 
earlier this year when they Contract Services Ltd , who won cheaper than the in-house tender. emp loyers, has now begun to 
became the first firm to be what was widely regarded as a Redunda nt NHS staff were told pu mp ou t its ow n prop agan da in 
given their marchin g orders " loss leader" co ntract to clean tha t with red uctions in holiday favour of privat isa tio n. 
in mid -co n tra ct , by Bromley clin ics in Wandswort h, only 10 and sick pay they wou ld lose out The so-ca lled " P ublic and 

fail a l the first hurdle in tender­ even if RC O offered them job s. Local Service Efficiency Ca m­DHA. 
ing for Wa ndsworth' s luc rative RCO also operate in Oxford 's pai gn" (PULSE) has no t surpris­Angry managemen t gav e up Springfield Hospital contract. Churchill Hospita l, whe re condi­ ingly had swift success in achiev­a fter six months o f va in efforts 

the firm to adhere to NUP E researchers tell us that t ion s for staff are so poor ing co verge in sympathetic right to fo rce the man aging directo r and cleaners have been bu sed in fro m wing newspaper s such as the Dai­co ntract standards, and then lar gest shareho lder of RCO 's as fa r a field as Coventry to make ly Mail - where the han d ofgave them 3 ho urs to get o ff the par ent com pa ny RCO Holdings up the numbers. PULSE was de tected behind ahospit al premises . is one A .G . Rave n: the firm ha s RCO may no t give much to its vicio us t pa ge attack on the Now a not her DHA , Ox fo rd , is onl y 27 shareho lders. staff - bu t the 27 shareholders Barking Hospital str ike . publicly denouncing the firm 's Th ough in 1983 the company' s ca rved up a thumping £500 ,000 But cam paigners an d hea lth fa ilure to maintain hyg iene stan­ annual report look ed for ward to betwee n them last yea r in a divi­ unions sho uld keep a close watchdards , thc H HS has been given expanding NHS wo rk , RCO ha s dend 60% up on 1983; directors' at local level , where or chestrated unt il Sept em ber 4 to improve lost o ut to lar ger firm s and won payments went up 14070. Staff spates of "readers' lett ers" to condi tions or lose their co ntract o nly a handful o f contracts . T he pay increased by an average of newspapers along with oth er pro­at the Rad cliffe In firm ar y. lar gest of thes e is Winw ick 5°10. pri vati sati on publicity are begin ­Adminstrato r David Wilson 
ning to mak e a n a ppea ra nce, and told the local free newspap er the ca ll fo r a pr ompt reply by Oxford Star tha t: 
de fend ers of the NHS ." T heir sta ndards are to ta lly Blue Arrow on target?� PU LSE offers free mem ber­un accept abl e a nd I am very wor­
ship to stude nts, and seeksried a bo ut it." HHS has been A N E W a nd unwelco m e 716,000 of his 816,000 shares in mem bershi p applicat io ns fro m removed from Oxfordshire among firms Brengreen o n thenam e the to stock contract firms , Cha mbers ofregion' s Ii st of approved jockeyi ng fo r a profitable market, netting another Com merce , sma ll business co ntractors . £350,000. slice o f N H S ancilla ry wor k is associations and mem bers and In the Rad cliffe, nurses hav e He ha s since beco me chair an d " Blue A r ro w " , w hi ch has officials of counci ls and hea lth been forced to give ad-hoc train­ chief exec utive of Blue Arr ow, 

ing recrui ted j u st won it s f ir st N H S co n­ aut ho rities. to raw domestic which as recen tly as March this 
staff; elde rly pa tients hav e been t r act - fo r cl ea n ing E aling yea r decided to ren ame its Blue 
left witho ut dr ink s; food left un­ DHA' s co m m u n ity hospitals. Arrow Ind ustrial Services to Blue 

rlt you get� 
ed. It would also have an ev en 
worse efect on the Medical 
Schools who could lose a larg e 
s ect io n of their workforce and 
so, in consequence, a large pa rt 

will only get a certain amount 
of treatment - cured or not . 
Patients needing attention at 
th e beginning of a financ ial 
year might find it easier to ge t 

of their resources . full tr eatment than those who covered ; lau ndry and nappies left COHSE resea rchers tell us Ar row Cleaning Group, a nd 
At the moment - waiting a rrive th e followin g winter in unto uched heap s on wards; that the litt le-k nown firm is run begin comp eti ng directly against 

lists permitting - patients get when funds are running low. a nd floors left unclean ed. by Tony Berry, formerly a direc­ Exclu sive fo r NHS contracts. 
th e treatment they need . If As with other varieties of Terms an d co nditio ns o ffered tor of the Breng reen grou p which Of course Blue Arrow has ex­
t he y ne ed physiotherapy fo r " cas h limit" , th e concept of by HHS a re much wor se than th e runs the better-known Exclusive perience to offer: but not muc h 
t wo weeks , they get it. If th e clinical budgetting takes NHS, a nd nearly one third of the cleaners. to do with hospitals. The com­
treatment is stopped it is c linica l jud gements ou t of th e 105 staff taken o n ha d left within Berry had bee n a childhood bine operates employment agen­
because t hey ar e cu red or t he hands of t he medical , the firs t 10 week s of the contract chum of Brengreen boss Dav id cies, holiday and business travel 
docto r fee ls in his lh e r clinical paramedical and nu rsin g s t aff beginning in Ap ril. Eva ns , but in 1981 the two fell , agencies and management con­
judgement that it is ineffective . tr a ined to mak e th em - an d The Radcliffe scandal - a ou t, an d Ber ry was sacked . sultancy. So if you don' t like 

But un de r clin ical bu dge tt ing , g ives th e whip ha nd to ad­ symptom o f profit-seeking firms Though o usted f rom the bo ard , you r dirty ward in Ealing th ey 
heads of department may ve ry m inistrator s a nd glor ified ac ­ slashing NHS standards - is fur­ he did no t go empty handed: his can off er you a holiday to get 
w e ll d ict ate that s ince th e ir countants whos e onl y co ncern ther evid enc e for those fighting " golden handshake" was l: cool away from it all! 
budget is ov e rspe nt , pa tie nts is to balan ce th e bo oks . privatisa tion in the NHS . £150 ,000, and he also dum ped 




